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1. SITUATION DESCRIBED REFTEL REMAINS ESSENTIALLY QUIET. 
HOWEVER, ON SEPTEMBER 29 EMBASSY ADMIN AND SECURITY 
OFFICES RECEIVED FOUR TELEPHONE CALLS FROM ONE KHAMPENG, 
AN OFFICIAL OF LAO FEDERATION OF LABOR (LFL), ASKING IN 
INSISTENT FASHION THAT THREE LOCAL GUARD-SUPERVISORS 
APPEAR SOONEST AT LFL OFFICES. PURPOSE WAS NOT MADE 
CLEAR, BUT WE ASSUME IT WAS FOR FURTHER "DISCUSSIONS" 

OF CASE OF TERMINATED GUARDS. WE DECLINED THESE RE- 
QUESTS, SAYING THAT WE CONSIDERED MATTER SETTLED WITH 
NINE GUARDS AND WERE PREPARED TO SETTLE WITH OTHER 
FOUR ON SAMEBASIS, I.E., PAYMENT THROUGH SEPTEMBER 
13 UPON SIGNATURE OF QUIT-CLAIM. 

2. AT SAME TIME, GUARD-SUPERVISORS PICKED UP RUMORS 
THAT DISSIDENT GUARDS AND LFL OFFICIALS WOULD HAVE 
THEM ARRESTED IF THEY APPEARED. RUMORS WERE SUFFICIENT 
TO ALARM GUARD-SUPERVISORS, ONE OF WHOM IS NOW CON- 
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ACCEPTED OFFER OF A COUPLE OF DAYS' ADMINISTRATIVE 
LEAVE. 

3. THERE WERE MORE CALLS IN SAME VEIN SEPTEMBER 30. 
THERFORE POL COUNSELOR SAW MFA ATTACHE DE CABINET 
SOUKTHANAVONE KEOLA AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER 30 TO REPORT 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS, WHICH WE CONSIDERED TO CONSTITUTE 
HARASSMENT OF LAO EMPLOYEES. SOUKTHAVONE AGREED THAT 
ANY APPROACH FROM LFL TO AN EMBASSY ON A MATTER OF 
POLICY SHOULD BE CHANNELED THROUGH MFA/PROTOCOL. POL 
COUNSELOR SAID HE WAS PLEASED SOUKTHAVONE AGREED, 

AND EMBASSY WOULD SO INFORM KHAMPENG OR ANYONE ELSE 
FROM ENTITY OTHER THAN MFA WHO APPROACHED EMBASSY ON 
SUCH A SUBJECT. 

4. POL COUNSELOR ADDED THAT ANY INQUIRIES SANCTIONED BY 
MFA WOULD BE ANSWERED BY AN AMERICAN OFFICER, SINCE 

IT IS AMERIANS WHO SET PERSONNEL POLICY FOR LAO 
EMPLOYEES, NOT OTHER LAO. 

5. COMMENT: WE HOPE THAT BY THIS MEANS WE WILL 
SUCCEED IN COOLING OFF THE LFL AND PERHAPS IN LAYING 
THIS ISSUE TO REST FOR GOOD. OVER THE LONG RUN, 

HOWEVER, WE MUST EXPECT GROWING PRESSURES ON OUR 
LOCAL EMPLOYEES AND SHALL ATTEMPT TO SPARE THEM 
CONTACT WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS AND SEMI-OFFICIAL ENTITIES 
ON CONTROVERSIAL MATTERS. 
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